
Today I get the opportunity to talk about earth care, which is something not often preached 

about, at least to my knowledge.  But it is something I am very passionate about so I am 

grateful for this chance.   

I’ve always cared for the earth. I remember growing up we would recycle, save our grocery 

bags, compost, and buy everything used.  We didn’t use electric heat in our house, but heated 

our home with a wood stove using wood we cut down ourselves.  Some of my worst memories 

were chopping wood in my back yard as a 110 pound lanky teenager.  We also didn’t use our 

dryer.  In the summer we would hang our clothes to dry outside and during the winter my mom 

would set up big drying racks by the wood stove.  It was great when my friends came over and 

saw my underwear hanging in the living room. That was always fun.  It also gave our clothes a 

particular smell.  Many times at school someone sitting near me would ask, “why does it smell 

like a campfire?”.  And I would try to slowly disappear behind my desk.  All this to say, I grew up 

being earth conscious.   

Fast forward a few years and I moved to Texas to work at a church.  And I realized that recycling 

wasn’t the norm down there, it was the exception.   Not many people recycled and the church I 

worked at didn’t either.  This gave me a lot of anxiety.  So much so that I set up recycling bins 

around my church and would take them home each week to recycle them.  I made a big stink 

about the youth ministry using only biodegradable plates, cups and utensils.  If we were on a 

trip and I couldn’t find a place to recycle I would have the kids bag up all the recycling so I could 

take it home with me.  Because of my passion for earth care I got quite a reputation with my 

students.  In fact, they made this meme about me. 

 

I just want to make it clear that I did not actually kill anyone.  I just really care about the earth.  



I went on to start an Etsy store where I sold things that I had made completely out of recycled 

materials.  I never wanted to throw away plastic so I found creative ways to repurpose them.  I 

took frozen vegetable bags and crocheted them into coasters.  

 

 I used potato bags and made pot scrubbers.   

 

I used my old socks, shirts and sheets and made rugs.  

 



 That was when I had more time on my hands.    

But my time in Texas made me realize that there is sometimes a divide between 

environmentalism and the church.  It seems it becomes more of a political issue rather than a 

Biblical one.  But I would argue that it is in fact a Biblical issue, one that all Christians must be 

accountable for.   

 

So let’s start at the beginning, in the garden.  In the opening scenes of the Bible, God is creating 

all things and time and time again He pronounces that what He made was “good”.  Genesis 1:10 

says; 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God 

saw that it was good.  In verse 12 it says; 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed 

according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And 

God saw that it was good  Verse 17; 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the 

earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw 

that it was good.  Verse 25; 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the 

livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground 

according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  And verse 31; 1 God saw all that he 

had made, and it was very good. 

The obvious take away here is that God cares for what He created, so we should also.  If we 

claim to love the artist, we must respect His artwork.  If we love Him, we must take care of His 

creation. 

But this isn’t the only reason we should care for the earth, continuing on in the story of Genesis 

we discover that God created us to partner with Him in taking care of the earth.  Genesis 1:16 

says: 26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 

rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 

animals,[a] and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” (slide)  

It says God made us in His image.  The word image in Hebrew is selem and can be translated 

idol or statue.  Now, an idol can be defined as a visible representation of an invisible being.  Like 

what would have been put in a temple so worshippers could see what that god was like.  But 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26a


here it says that we are God’s selem, statues or idols.  Meaning we were put on this earth to 

make God visible.  We are His representatives.  Now, the phrase “selem Elohim”, meaning 

image of god, was not exclusive to the Bible, it was used all over the ancient near east.  But it 

wasn’t used for just anyone, it was used in reference only to Kings.  For example, Pharaoh was 

called Amon-Re, meaning the image of Re (the sun god).  All over the ancient near east the 

Kings would be called the image of god.  And he would be seen as a god’s representative to the 

people, acting on behalf of the divine, and ruling in their place.   

In light of this information, when we look back at Genesis it is a stunning statement of our 

identity.  Genesis says all humans, not just Kings, are the image of God.  The implication is we 

are all kings and queens of this earth.  And our job is to act on God’s behalf to rule and reign His 

creation.   

The scripture continues, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 

may rule”  

The word rule in Hebrew is “radah” and can be translated to reign or have dominion.  One 

Hebrew scholar put “radah” this way, “to actively partner with God in taking the world 

somewhere.”  That’s a great purpose to have.  It is also king language, it would have been used 

when talking about Kings.  Again affirming our identity as kings and queens.  

Next the text says in verse 28, “God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase 

in number; fill the earth and subdue it.” 

The word “subdue it” in Hebrew is kabash.  It can mean to exploit, enslave or abuse.  Or it can 

mean to tame something wild, bring order from chaos, or bring harmony out of discord. I find it 

interesting that it can be translated in both ways, because we, as rulers of earth, can also do 

both.  Throughout history we have had the choice to bring harmony, life and beauty from the 

earth or to abuse and exploit it for our own benefit.  As rulers, kings and queens, of this earth 

we have a choice laid before us in how we subdue the earth.  What kind of rulers will we be, 

will you be?  We were created to do good, just as God created all things good in the beginning, 

and we are to mimic and mirror that goodness to all of creation in how we live and care for it.   

Moving on in Genesis we read in chapter 2 verse 15, “The Lord God took the man and put him 

in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” 



The key words here are “work it” and “take care of it”. 

Here “work it” in Hebrew is “abad” and it can also be translated to service.  “Abad” is also the 

same word used all over the Bible for worship. Service and worship.  So when we work the 

earth, actively partner with God to take the earth somewhere, is it service to the earth and to 

God?  Is how we treat the earth worship to God?  I believe these are the questions we need to 

be asking ourselves in all that we do. 

Next, “take care of it” is the Hebrew word “shammar”.  And this is my favorite.  It means to 

watch over, to protect, to guard, and to stand up for.  It is the same word that is used 6 times in 

psalm 21 talking about how God protects Israel.  One of the first things we were created to do 

was protect our earth, our home, God’s beautiful creation.  So we were all created to be 

environmentalists. But sadly we have missed the mark.  We are a far cry from abad and 

shammar; from worship, and service, from protecting and guarding the earth today.   

Later in scripture we read that God even set up laws for sustainable agriculture by providing a 

fallow year for crops in ex 23, protecting trees during war times in Deu 20:19 and even making 

sure animals have a Sabbath to rest Deu 5:14.   

In the new testament Jesus tells parables about being good stewards of what we have been 

given.  This often makes us think of our money, talents, time, and energy.  Rarely do we 

consider the earth in this category.  But we need to, it’s one of God’s greatest gifts to us.  And 

we must steward it wisely.  

Further, God calls us to love Him and to love others.  We all know this.  But, I would argue that 

we must love His creation in order to love Him.  We aren’t loving Him when we allow His 

creation to be trashed.   I would also argue that we aren’t loving others if we aren’t taking care 

of the earth. We aren’t loving others whose livelihood, safety and health could be destroyed by 

pollution and climate change.  We aren’t loving our children and the generations to come when 

we aren’t considering our impact on the earth.  Our love for God and others must expand to 

include how we treat the earth.   

It seems blatantly obvious to me that in scripture God makes it clear that Christians need to 

take care of the earth.  So why aren’t we?  Why aren’t we talking about this more? Why aren’t 

we, as Christians leading the way in earth care?   



 

I think it comes down to a few things: 

First the sacred secular divide.  This is the idea that some things are sacred or spiritual and they 

matter to God, but other things are secular or physical and they don’t matter to God, at least 

not as much.  The problem with this way of thinking is that most of life falls into the secular 

category.  The sacred, in this way of thinking, is such a small piece of the pie and mainly 

constitutes going to church, reading the Bible and praying.  Secular is our jobs, school, going to 

the grocery store, eating, what we buy, how we spend our free time, and basically all of how we 

live.  And how we live impacts the earth.  And if the secular doesn’t matter, meaning how we 

live and how we live impacts the earth than by extension how we treat the earth does not 

matter.  What ends up mattering is the tiny portion of our lives we spend at church or praying.  

This gets called our “spiritual” lives.  Interestingly enough, there isn’t a word for spiritual in the 

Hebrew language.  That would include the first ¾’s of the Bible, Genesis through Malachi.  Why 

is this?  Well, because in the Hebrew worldview all of life is spiritual.  For example, in Lev we 

see laws about worship at the temple and how to make sacrifices, but there are also laws about 

skin diseases, what materials to make your clothes with, and what to do with mold in your 

kitchen.  Why are there detailed instructions about cleaning mold in the Bible?  Because 

everything matters to God.  Everything is spiritual.  

 

This divided way of thinking goes all the way back to Plato and the early Greek philosophers.  

Plato used this dichotomy of a spiritual world and a physical world as if they were 2 separate 

places.  His goal was to get from one to the other, from the physical to the spiritual.  Overtime 

this worldview sunk into the church.  As the early church spread out from Jerusalem to cities 

like Corinth, Phillipi, and Athens (Plato’s hometown) and as Gentiles started to join the church 

over the years sacred/secular thinking started to infiltrate the church.   

So the view that all we do and all of life is spiritual was shrunk down to Sunday mornings and 

quiet times.  And this has huge repercussions not just in our lives but on the earth.  If God only 

cares about the spiritual then He obviously doesn’t care if we trash the earth, right?  So with 

this way of thinking, earth care slipped into the background of Christian thought.  



 

I believe another reason Christians have dropped the ball on earth care is based on bad 

eschatology (view of the end times).  I feel that a dominate view in the church, at least in the 

west, is that Jesus is going to come back, judge the world, burn everything up, and take us away 

to live happily ever after in heaven.  This is essentially a theology of evacuation.  Basically, let’s 

get out of here and go somewhere else.  

Most people think about the future as a 2 stage process: 

-Life here on earth in a body  

-Life after death in heaven or hell 

Contrary to how a lot of us think, the Biblical authors write about the future as a 3 stage 

process: 

-Life here on earth in a body  

-Life after death in heaven or hades with or without a body, it’s unclear 

-resurrection 

Resurrection is what happens after heaven, when we get to come back in a body on the earth 

and we get back to the business of ruling the world.  One scholar called it “life after life after 

death.”  In the Western church we put the emphasis on stage 2, heaven.  But it might surprise 

you to learn that the New Testament says very little about it.  In fact, the common phrase “go 

to heaven when you die” is never even used in the Bible.  Ever.  The Bible does say that we will 

be with the Lord when we die. It is even called sleep in some places in scripture because it is the 

idea that we are waiting for something else, resurrection.  And we know that God’s children will 

go to be with Him as we await resurrection.    

 

But there isn’t a whole lot on the subject.  The only in depth passage about heaven in the NT is 

in Revelation chapters 21 and 22.  It is apocalyptic literature so it’s not clear what is symbolic 

and what is literal.  But either way John’s vision of heaven is very different from how most of us 

think of it.  Contrary to the popular saying, heaven is not our home.  Earth is. Heaven is a 

temporary stop along the way back to earth.   Our hope isn’t for some other place, it’s for right 

here.  We look forward to a “new heaven and a new earth” as it says in Revelation.  Now the 



word new here is kainos is Greek and it doesn’t mean brand new it means renewed, restored.  

Meaning God isn’t destroying earth, scrapping the whole thing.   He is restoring it to how He 

intended it.   

 It is also a blatant echo back to Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth.”  He is restoring it back to how He intended it to be. 

Now I believe our eschatology shapes our ethics.  How we view the end shapes how we live 

today.  What we believe about the story shapes the part we play.  So if we, like many Christians 

believe God is going to scrap the earth, then who cares how we treat it now.  Or if we believe 

that heaven is our final home then why bother with the state of the earth if in the end we leave 

it?   

The sacred/secular divide and faulty eschatology have led to a disregard of how we treat the 

earth within the church.  But I also believe that our human tenancy toward selfishness has 

played a large role in condition of the earth.  Because of the fall we inherit broken relationships 

not only with God and others but also with the earth.  And in our brokenness we tend to put 

our needs, wants and desires over those of God’s, others, and what is best for the earth.  

Businesses driven by the bottom line pollute, exploit and abuse the earth and its resources.  We 

choose what’s in our best interest without regard for its environmental impact.  And we tend to 

choose convenience over protecting creation.  While working in Texas I got into many 

discussions with people about my passion for earth care.  I often heard them say, “I’ll recycle 

when it is convenient for me.” This is the wrong mindset.  As believers our job is to work 

towards reconciliation in all our relationships, including with the earth.  And the reconciling 

work of God is not convenient.  We must do it.  We can’t make excuses; we can’t pretend it 

isn’t happening.   

Because: 

-The planet's average surface temperature has risen about 1.62 degrees Fahrenheit 
since the late 19th century, a change driven largely by increased carbon dioxide and 
other human-made emissions into the atmosphere.4 Most of the warming occurred in 
the past 35 years, with the five warmest years on record taking place since 2010.  

-Humans have pumped enough carbon dioxide into the atmosphere 
over the past 150 years to raise its levels higher than they have been for 
hundreds of thousands of years. 

https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/#footnote_4
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/global-warming-causes/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/global-warming-causes/


 
-The Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets have decreased in mass. Data from 
NASA's Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment show Greenland lost an average 
of 286 billion tons of ice per year between 1993 and 2016, while Antarctica lost 
about 127 billion tons of ice per year during the same time period. The rate of 
Antarctica ice mass loss has tripled in the last decade. 

 
-Global sea level rose about 8 inches in the last century. The rate in the last two 
decades, however, is nearly double that of the last century and is accelerating 
slightly every year. 

https://worldoceanreview.com/en/wor-5/climate-change-threats-and-natural-hazards/climate-change-and-the-coasts/3/


 
-9.2 billion tons of plastic have been produced since 1950. 

 

• Only about 9% of all the plastic ever made has been recycled, 12% has 
been burned and the remaining 79% has ended up in landfills or the 
environment. 

 

https://climate.nasa.gov/climate_resources/4/graphic-dramatic-glacier-melt/
https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/pft/2018/5/16/national-geographic-launches-planet-or-plastic-a-multiyear-initiative-to-reduce-single-use-plastics
https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/pft/2018/5/16/national-geographic-launches-planet-or-plastic-a-multiyear-initiative-to-reduce-single-use-plastics


• Up to 12.7 million tons of plastic enters the oceans every year. 

 

• The equivalent of a truckload of plastic enters the oceans every minute. 
• Low-income communities face more health impacts near plastic 

production sites, have greater exposure to toxins and waste, and bear 
the brunt of the impacts of improper plastic disposal and incineration. 

• According to the United Nations, ingestion of plastic kills an estimated 1 million marine 

birds and 100,000 marine animals each year. 

 
• Additionally, more than 90%of all birds and fish are believed to have plastic particles in 

their stomach. It’s because plastic breaks up into tiny pieces in the sea, which are then 

consumed by fish and other sea animals. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/van_jones_the_economic_injustice_of_plastic#t-257079
https://www.ted.com/talks/van_jones_the_economic_injustice_of_plastic#t-257079
https://www.ted.com/talks/van_jones_the_economic_injustice_of_plastic#t-257079
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree/article/2a9ec104-388c-4aa5-aa61-e0d3981672a8
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/life/2018-10-22-how-the-disaster-of-plastic-pollution-is-also-an-opportunity/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/6308904/national-geographic-ocean-plastic-pollution-seahorse/


 
• Many marine organisms can’t distinguish common plastic items from food. 

Animals who eat plastic often starve because they can’t digest the plastic 

and it fills their stomachs, preventing them from eating real food 

• There is more microplastic in the ocean than there are stars in the Milky 

Way.  Plastic doesn’t biodegrade, it just breaks up into small pieces. 

 
• If plastic production isn’t curbed, plastic pollution will outweigh fish pound 

for pound by 2050. 

http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/anthropocene/2017/10/03/degrowth-movement-driven-dissatisfaction/
https://www.buffaloexchange.com/5-easy-ways-reduce-plastic-pollution-ocean/


 

This is a far cry from the “good” earth God made.  It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by all the 

information and not do anything at all.  If this is how you feel, I made a little list to help you 

know where to start.  I’m no expert, I’m just someone who is really passionate about the earth.  

These are just Jerren’s suggestions.   

 

1) Buy used clothes.  There’s a lot of water and chemicals that go into our clothes. 1,800 

gallons of water to make one pair of blue jeans.  Buying used not only will save you 

money but will cut down on resources and pollution to make and transport new.   

 

2) Buy local and seasonal foods. Buying local helps combat air pollution. Products don't 

have to travel as far to get to you. Making smart choices about where your food, clothes, 

and other goods come from can help make a dent in air pollution. 

 

3) Grow your own food if possible or join a CSA (community supported agriculture) to cut 

back on the pollution caused by transporting food.   

 

4) Opt for no packaging or eco-friendly packaging.  Buy produce without plastic packaging, 

and buy products with as little packaging as you can find.  

 

5) Opt for green energy. You can ask PGE to use green energy for the power in your home.  

Coal and natural gas are the most common sources of energy that gets turned into 

electricity. The burning of these substances is a major factor in world air pollution.  
 

6) Ditch single use plastic.  Single use plastics are a huge problem and pollutant in our 

world.  Plastic does not biodegrade so you may only use it for a few minutes but it will be 

here for thousands of years.  Bring your own cups, refuse straws in restaurants, and buy 

products that can be reused.   

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/528398968773801390/


 

7) Use fewer chemicals. Chemicals used to wash our bodies, homes, cars and everything 

else get washed down the drain or absorbed in the grass, and eventually, end up in the 

water supply. Since most people use heavy-duty chemicals for all sorts of things, 

chemicals are doing real damage to waterways and aquatic life. The chemicals aren't 

good for humans, either, so do your best to cut back on them. 

 

8) Buy brands that are earth conscious.  Research if the brands you buy are making steps to 

lessen their environmental impact.   

 

9) Eat less meat.  According to worldwildlife.org, it takes about 750 liters of water to 

produce 1 kilogram of wheat, and it takes 100,000 liters of water to produce 1 kilogram 

of beef.  

 

10) Think “precycling”, meaning before you buy think about whether you can recycle it. 

Make sure you know what can or cannot be recycled in your area and only purchase what 

can be recycled.   

 

If you make just one change, the earth will be a little better than it was before.  So, let’s make 

little steps to make big changes.   

 

God created this earth good.  And He made us to work it and subdue it but also to protect it.  

Loving God and loving others means we must do better at taking care of creation.  The 

reconciling work of the kingdom must include earth care.  It isn’t optional.  Let’s be Christians 

who lead the way in earth care.  Let’s be a church that strives to be good stewards of the earth.   

 

 


